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Mr. JOHN TWYMAN. 


STR, 


* OU are ſenſible that it was in com- 
pliance with the requeſt of many of 
my particular friends and acquaintance, that 
I preſumed to publiſh this tract: on yours 
and their candour I rely for its want of all 


ſcholaſtic ornament. 


To your friendſhip I am indebted ; it is 
the only mark of gratitude, now left in an 
old man's power, the ſubmitting to your pe- 
ruſal this little biographical narrative: to 
many of the misfortunes therein related you 


are no ſtranger. 


$- 


iv DEDICATION. 


Unwilling to offend, I muſt decline ett. 


tering on the ſubject of thoſe qualities which 
have engaged the love and eſteem of good 
men. But permit me to wiſh you may long 
live an ornament to ſociety! And allow me 
the pleaſure of thus publicly acknowledging 
the many acts of friendſhip I have received 
from you, and aſſuring you I am, with an 


inviolable reſpect, 


Your moſt obedient, 
Humble Servant, 


Virginia-Street, 5 
* * 175 Thomas Aram. 
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H E incidents of a man's life, however ſin- 
gular and extraordinary in their nature they 
may be, when they are held forth to the 


view of a public, ſeldom produce any other effect, 


than that of inviting perſons of a contemplative diſ- 
poſition, to reflect on what they have themſelves ſuſ- 


tained, and by comparing their own fate with that 


of the author's, may diſcover a leſſon of the ſoundeſt, 


and, at the ſame time, moſt pleaſing philoſophy, 
which teaches us to bear, either the adverſe ſtate of 


poverty, or the more dangerous one of affluence, 


with ſuch an equanimity as to make our private 


hours tranquil and ſerene, and our public conduct 
ſuch, as may bid defiance to the calumny of a cen- 
ſorious world. | 
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This being admitted, the reader is ben 1 
made my appearance on this ſtage of life ſome 
time in the year 1706; like many authors, I boaſt 
no lofty pedigree, owing my exiſtence to indigent 
parents, whoſe humble ſphere in life deprived me 
of the moſt deſirable fortune, and the moſt perma- 
nent one a child can receive or a parent beſtow.— 
EDUCAT1ON : — From a want of that bleſſing ſprung 
many of the diſtreſſing anecdotes that will appear 
in the courſe of this hiſtory. 


In my infancy, at the age of two years, Provi- 
dence deprived me of my mother; an age when we 
know not the utility or value of ſuch a director. 
My father was one of thoſe beings, who, to a want 
of underſtanding, added a ſtubborneſs of diſpoſition, 
depraved, and loſt to thoſe fine feelings which attune 
the ſoul to friendſhip. On my mother's death I was 
placed under the care of her fiſter, whoſe tenderneſs 
of me, in ſome meaſure, ſupplied that loſs. Shortly 
afterwards my father again entered the marriage ſtate 
with a woman, who (unhke moſt ſtep-mothers) 
treated me as her own child; and as my father's tem- 
per was, in general, ſavage, his conduct to me was 
particularly ſevere ; inſomuch, that when my mother 
has expoſtulated with him thereon, he would reply, 
* that I was not his child, but changed by the 
« nurſe,” His cruelty to me continued until he 
went to ſea: during his abſence 1 was placed at a 
ſchool, and received from his wife every teſtimony 
of maternal gffection and care; but my father ſoon 
ES returned, 
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returned, and with him the ſame rancour, which 
again ſoon appeared, by his beating, and confining 
me in a garret many days: this treatment created in 
me ſuch terror whenever I ſaw him, that I ſhortly 
after abſented from ſchool, and wandered about the 
ſtreets three days and nights, without a home, or 
friend to whom I could communicate my diſtreſles. 
However, I was taken into cuſtody by the watch- 
men, and depoſited in the Poultry-Compter, until I 
was releaſed by my father, and conducted home, 
when he confined me in a garret nine weeks, with no 
other ſubſiſtence than bread and water. The neigh- 
bours, by ſome means, were made acquainted with 
my ſituation, and reaſoned with my father thereon, 
who, (probably touch'd by theſe truths, and wiſh- 
ing to wear the ſemblance of what he never was, a 
humane man) told his wife, he would take me to 
ſea with him, that I ſhould not remain at home to 
«© plague her; ſhe objected thereto, and requeſted 
I might go to ſome boarding-{chool, but in vain, he 
inſiſted on taking me to fea with him, and accord- 
_ ingly I went. 


In my ninth year I failed with my father to Liſbon; 
in the courſe of the voyage the weather was at times 
very tempeſtuous. The ſtation allotted me by my 
father was on the mizen-top, where I was confined a 
week, day and night, with no reſpite but at meals: 
worn out, and weakened by fatigue and the incle- 
mency of the weather, I was driven to the neceſſity 
of faſtening myieif with a cord, callcd A gaiker. 
© 2 Thie 
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This ſtrange behaviour of my father excited the pity 
of the chief mate, (a good man) he reaſoned with 
my father on ſuch his ſeverity, but could obtain 
no other anſwer, than that he did it to harden 
me, and that I might learn to earn my bread.” I 
was not permitted to eat with, but after my father; 
and at our arrival at Liſbon the men were all diſ- 
charged, but the cook, a filly Iriſhman, and myſelf, 


It was now the time of the Spaniſh war, and the 
trade being in great danger, apphcation was made 
to my father, and the captains of ſome Englifh veſ- 
ſels there, to engage ſome of them as privateers at 
the merchants expence. My father's ſhip being en- 
gaged by the merchants, they raiſed her decks fore 
and aft ; and, among ſundry alterations, they erected 
a falſe forecaſtle and quarter deck, for the purpoſe of 
blowing up the enemy, in caſe they attempted to 
board her; under theſe falſe decks were depoſited 
three powder cheſts, with guns and every other ne= 
ceflary implement of war. At that time the Tartar 
pink arrived there, and it was agreed ſhe ſhould, and 
accordingly did, cruize with us. On the fourth day 
we diſcovered two fail bearing down to us, and it 
being thought expedient we ſhould bear away, as if 
to avoid them, we ſet our ſteering ſails, and when : 
we were about a league before them, our carpenter 
was directed to, and did cut the booms, that the 
enemy might ſuppoſe them ſprung by the wind, in 
endeavguring to avoid them. One of them, a row 
galley, coptinuing in chaſe of us, we brought to, 

/ and 


THOMAS ARAM. 5 
and the galley hoiſted Spaniſh colours, and fired a 
ſhot at us; we immediately alſo hoiſted our colours, 
and the galley being on our larboard fide, fired a 
broad ſide and killed one man; we gave them a like 
return; they then dropped aſtern, when my father 
directed the men to give them three cheers, which 
was done, and our topſails were put back, that our 
ſide might bear for the purpoſe of giving them ano- 
ther broadſide : the men in the galley were now ready 
to board us, and my father ordered all hands below 
the falſe deck, but I, not hearing the orders, was 
left on the deck alone, and in getting up the main 


Z Afhrouds, I received a ſhot in my left thigh. They 


then boarded us on our ſtarboard quarter with piftols 
and tommahawks, to the number of about one hun- 
dred, and began to break open the companion, when 
the quarter deck blew up, and killed all their men 
then on board us; on this they ſet ſail from us: as 
ſoon as we had cleared the decks, and repaired our 
rigging, we purſued, and came up with her; on 
which they laid acroſs our ſtarboard bow, and car- 
ried away our bowſprit, and their foremaſt ; about 
thirty of their men then entered our ſhip on the main 
deck, but moſt of them were killed by the cohorns 
and grape ſhot ; thoſe who eſcaped went forward on 
the forecaſtle to break open the foreſcuttle, on which 
our people blew up the falſe forecaſtle, and killed all 
of them; the galley immediately made all the fail 
ſhe could to get away from us, but in vain, we 
chaſed, and came up with her; after iiring two of 
our bow guns, the ſtruck, and became our prize; 
| ON 
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on examining her we found ſhe carried cighteen guns, 
and three hundred men: the engagement laſted 
about three hours. We put a proper number of 
our men on board the prize, and carried her ſafe to 
Liſbon, where I ſoon got cured of my wound at the 
conſul's, and returned to my ſhip. 


My father's inhumanity ſtill continued, and ] left 
him» and went to Belle-Iſle, where I entered on 


board the Dragon man of war, as a captain's ſervant ; 


we failed up the Straits, and on that ſtation I re- 
mained two years, at the end of which time (my 
father being ſtill at Liſbon) I wrote to him, but re- 
ceived no anſwer; however, I afterwards heard, he 
had applicd to my captain to ſupply me with proper 


neceſſaries, and we ſailed for Gibraltar, thence to 


Mahon, and afterwards to Leghorn; where the 
commodore informed me, he had received from En- 
gland the king's letter for me, that I was to walk the 
quarter deck, and that he would ſupply me with 
twenty pounds for ſuitable apparel and proper ne- 
ceſſaries, for my change of ſtation. I meſſed with 


a ſon of the late fir George Byng, a Mr. Richard 


Hamilton, two other letter-men, and the ſchool- 
maſter, who was to inſtruct us in navigation, We 
cruiſed off Leghorn about ſix months, and then failed 


for Port Mahon, where we arrived, and received a 


moidore and a piſtereen each man, as ſhort allowance 
money 


My 
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The reader will pardon my digreſſing a little here, 
by permitting me to offer ſome reflections on the 
different effects a change of fortune produces on dif- 
fent minds: — It has ever been a doubt, which could 
be ſupported with the ſtriẽteſt propriety, a fall from 
grandeur to poverty, or its contrary, To ſteer with 
ſafety between the two extremes, requires a ſteady 
pilot, and a philoſopher's compaſs. How this change 
operated with me, will appear from the following 
truth, of which I preſent you, not with my tongue, 
as an evidence, but my preſent appearance: elated 
with this unexpected riſe in life, with ſo large a ſum 
for the firſt time in my poſſeſſion, I ſtaked my moi- 
dore with my meſſmate Mr. Byng, that I could ring 
the ſhip's bell with my teeth; I did fo, but alas, 
though I won the wager, I was by far the greateſt 
loſer, for by not quitting the bell rope in time as the 
bell roſe, I loſt eight of my upper teeth; this loſs 
nature has not ſupplied, and the conſequence of this 
raſh action was, my being unable to take any nutri- 
ment for two months, but yeaſty pudding. 


From Mahon we proceeded to Algiers, to renew 
the triennial peace; here, with my meſſmates, I went 
on fhore, and was preſent at one of the moſt awful 
fcenes mortals can behold; that dreadful viſitant of 
thoſe ſultry climes, the plague, —which was then 
raging with unabating fury; the dwellings were ſhut 
up, whole families falling in one general ruin, with 
no means of relief, no hope of recovery. The me- 
thod of knowing where the deceaſed were, was by a 


doctor, 
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doctor, who ſtoped at the window of every houſe, he 
firſt cut an onion, and put it in at the window, if 
the perſons within were infected, the onion preſently 
changed colour and became black ; the doors were 
then nailed up, and the occupiers confined to. wait 
their fate. How dreadful was it, to ſee numbers thrown 
out of their windows into a cart appointed for their 
reception? many I ſaw drop lifeleſs in the ſtreets, 
and thrown into ſuch carts, While ſtanding alarmed 
at fuch unuſual, horrid ſcenes, we were accoſted 
by a man in the Engliſh language, who adviſed us 
to return immcdiately to the ſhore, and go on board, 
Wie did, but the boat was gone off; we then returned 
to the town, and ſaw the ſame perſon again, who 
| recommended us to the care of the doctor, and ap- 
it plied to the Englith conſul, that we might be pro- 
| perly taken care of. The doctor applied tobacco to 
our noſtrils while we were in the ſtreets, until we 
were conducted to a houſc, there we were ſtripped 
and received our proviſions in at the window by a 
hook and ſtring, no perſon being ſuffered to come to 
us, we remained well until the ſecond day, when 
(as we were examining by the doctor at the window) 
one of my companions was ſeized with a giddineſs, 
and inſtantly died ; he was immediately thrown into 
a cart and carried away. Another of my compa- 
nions, in a few days, became raving mad, and was 
near expiring; a doctor ordered him to be imme- 
ik diately ſmothered, which was accordingly done, and 
f he was taken away m a cart, The next day we 
were all taken ill, and pimples appeared under our 
| EC | breaſts ; 
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breaſts; the doctor informed us we were infected, 
but that if ſuch pimples became boils, we might re- 
cover. He gave us proper medicines, the boils diſ- 


charged themſelves, and we were relieved, after a 


confinement of, twenty-two days, in a cloſe room, 
in an infected air, and ſultry clime. When ſuffi- 
ciently recovered, \we retured to our ſhip, and found 
n board. 


From Algiers we failed for Port Mahon, performed 
quarentine, and proceeded to Liſbon ; there I again 
met my father, who obtained leave of the commodore 
to take me on ſhore with him : I went on board my 


father's ſhip, where he inſiſted J ſhould ſtay. His 


brutal treatment of m again returned, inſomuch, 
that he has, by kicking, beating, and lorſewhipping, 
rendered me unable, at times, to walk the deck, having 
no power of redreſs: one night he having beat me 


unmercifully, I got into our ſhip's boat, and went 


away with her, and as a large veſſel lay along ſide, I, 
in the night, went on board that ſhip, turned the 


boat looſe, and ſecreted myſelf in the hollow of the 
ſhip's head, where I remained three days and two 
nights. My father finding his boat adrift, concluded 


I was drowned. The third night, being almoſt 


ſtarved, 1 left my place, and reſorted to the ſteerage 
for food; one of the ſervants on board ſaw me, and 


awakened the captain, declaring he had ſeen a ghoſt ; 
I, unable to get to the head, went into the ſhip's 
hold, and the next night, in endeavouring to get 


ſome water from one of the caſks, being almoſt dy- 
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ing with thirſt, I was diſcovered by the ſervant, and 
brought to the captain. I told my tale, who cen- 


ſured my father, and undertook to prevail on him 
to give me cloaths, and ſuifer me to go with ſome 


ſtranger, or that I ſhould be with him. IIe waited 
on my father the next morning, told him he had ſeen 


me on ſhore, and begged I might fail with ſome 


ſtranger. My father replied, that he wanted me 
himſelf to take care of the ſhip, and that he would 
uſe me better. I was prevailed on, and did return to 
my father, who treated me tolerably well for ning or 
ten days, when for ſome trifliag offence he kicked 


me in the eyes, that I could ſcarce ſee for three weeks; 


and he then chained me to the ringbolts on the deck, 


with a ſufficient length of chain that I could come 


to. the binnacle, where my food was left for me. In 


this ſituation I remained fix wecks, day and night, 


when the captain who had applied to my father, told 


the ſtory to a captain of a Brazil ſhip that lay near, 


and requeſted he would ſend his boat for me, he ac- 


cordingly ſent his boat in my father's abſence, and 


by filing the chain round my leg 1 was again at li- 


g berty, and reſorted to his ſhip as an aſylum, there I 


remained three days, when I went on ſhores, 


I was at that time but thirteen years of age, 


with no education, no friend, on a forcign ſhore, 
and with no dependance but on that deity who has 
anx1ous to 


thus miraculouſly preſerved me hitherto : 


remove myſelf from the power of ſuch a mercileſs 
quent, 6 with my little ſtock of cloathing, and 
; money 
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money to the value of one ſhilling and ten pence 
halfpenny, quitted Liſbon, and wanderinglalong the 
river ſide, I eſpicd a fiſhing boat near the ſhore, I ad- 
dreſſed the people in the Portugueſe language (of 
which I knew but little) if they wanted a boy; aſ- 
ſerting that my ſhip had failed without me. They 
took me on board, and I went with them to a vil- 
lage called Vallardwiſk, about twelve miles up the 
river; in that employ I continued three months un- 
til my maſter died ; I then got a birth on board ano- 
ther. boat that belonged to a perſon of Albrantes, a 
little village about twelve leagues farther up the river: 
I continued in this employ about four months, when 
.the boat was ſeized, and I again deſtitute, and alone ; 
I however was recommended by my late maſter's 
friends to a poor woman, and was taken into her 
ſervice; my time with her was very heavy, and my 
labour hard. In the mornings we angled, after- 
wards I drove a jack aſs to fetch water, and uſually 
made two trips a dry; in the afternoons we reſorted 
to the woods, dug up the roots of trees that had 
fallen by high winds, and brought them to town to 
fell, as we did the water; and in the olive ſeaſon we 
uſed to collect the olives that the owner had left un- 
ripe. I had been with this woman about ſix months, 
hen finding my cloaths almoſt worn out, and hav- 
ing had no ſhoes or ſtockings for three months, I 
applied to my miſtreſs for cloaths, but ſhe refuſed 
ſupplying me, ſaying, ſhe would allow me nothing 
but victuals. All the time I had been with her, I 
had eat no meat of any kind, living wholly on fruit 
| | : 2 | : ant 
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and olives, and occaſionally ſome fiſh, which I dreſſed 
ſecretly on the ſhore. Unable to continue longer 


with her without cloathing, I left her, and wan- 


dered about the town, where I waited now known by 


the name of Thomas Angloiſe, and got recommended 


to the capital perſon of the town, a man of good 
fortune and genteel equipage. I was on him, and 


was received into his ſervice in the quality of a foot- 


man; I was accordingly equipped with a decent li- 
very, and other ſuitable neceſſaries, and lived very 


_ comfortably in compariſon to what I had then before 
done, my maſter approved me, and generally had 


me about his perſon : he was a ſtrict roman catholic, 


and was attended every morning by two capuchin 
friars to pray with him. They regularly came at his 
hour of riſing, and ſpoke to no other perſon in the 


houſe. One morning, about Eaſter, my maſter aroſe 
at five in the morning, and ordered me to attend him, 


with his hat and cloak; I obeyed, and followed him 


up and down a very ſteep hill, without any food, 


until night came on: I had no idea what this kind 


of behaviour indicated, but was, on my return, in- 


ſtantly ſatisfied by the ſervants, who enquired if I. 


had been doing penance with my maſter; on inſpect- 


ing his ſhoes, I, to my ſurprize, found a number of 


peas therein, with which he had walked until they 
were ground to a powder : this I alſo underſtood was 


another ſpecies of penance, On Eaſter day I was 
ordered to attend my maſter, with the other ſervants, 
behind the coach to church; it was late in the even- 
ing, and adjoining to the church was a monaſtery, 
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around which were a number of pulpits, wherein the 
capuchins ſat; a gallery projected from the monaſtery 
to the church, wherein, behind a green curtain, 
were the veſtals. The ſervice was introduced by a 
numerous band of vocal and inſtrumental per- 
formers, conſiſting of nuns and friars ; at the cloſe 
the altar was uncovered, and, ona curtainbeing drawn 
up, diſplayed a magnificent appearance of the reſur- 
rection of our Saviour from the tomb, with the 
ſtone rolled away from the ſepulchre. After the ce- 
remony of ſinging was over, the ſcene changed, and 
loud ſobbings and beatings on their breaſts ſucceeded, 
all crying out, mea. culpa, (1. e. my fault.) This 
ſudden and unexpected tranſition from joy to ſorrow, 
rather increaſed my laughter, than created awe: I 
unfortunately ſmiled, which was diſcovered by one 
of the capuchins, who after high maſs was over, ac- 
coſted my maſter, and took me from behind the 
coach to the church, the doors of which they faſtened, 
and told me they had received my maſter's orders to 
puniſh me for laughing in the church, and threat- 
ened me, if I would not be chriſtened, and be of 
their religion that night, that they ſhould faſten me 
to the iron rails ſurrounding the place in the church, 
wherein the bones of ſkeletons were depoſited; I, 
however, refuſed, and they accordingly did fo, and 
left me while they retifed to their cells ; they returned 
again in the night, and importuned me to change my 
religion, but in vain, and again they left me ; I then 


_ ſtrove to releaſe myſelf, and ſucceeded by untying 


the cords with which 1 was bound, with the re- 
mainder 
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mainder of my teeth, and went to the altar, where 
1 found a cyſhion uſed by the prieſts at maſs, that 


I converted into a pillow, and ſlept behind the altar 


until the break of day, when I aroſe and ſecreted my- 
ſelf behind chairs that were placed behind the church 
doors, until the capuchins aroſe to ſay maſs for the 


poor, before they go to their daily labour. In the 
morning the capuchin miſſed me, but the people com- 


ing in fo faſt, he was obliged to go to his duty, and 
I took the opportunity, in the croud, of getting out 
of the church, and returned home. The capuchin, 
after the ſervice was finiſhed, went to my maſter, 


told him of my behaviour, and he diſmiſſed me his 


ſer VICE. 


Again left to myſelf, and in a ſtrange country, I 
wandered about ſome time in ſearch of bread, but 
in vain, until one day, as I was walking a little diſ- 
tance from the town, I diſcovered two perſons 
ſtrangely habited, who informed they were pilgrims, 
and on their way to Rome; they requeſted I would 
accompany them, and promiſed I ſhould be well 
clothed when I arrived at the end of my journey; I 
conſented, and they gave me their knapſack over my 


ſhoulders. It may not be unneceſſary to inform my 


readers, that this claſs of beings annually reſort to 
Rome, in obedience to a vow they take when they 
aſſume that character: they carry no apparel, or 


food, but the ſeveral pariſhes through which they 


paſs relieve them, and accommodate them in the beſt 


pay they are able. I travelled with my pilgrim com- 
panions 


THOMAS AR AM. 1 
panions three days, but the fourth night we could 
reach no town; we ſought a farm houſe, where we 
found no accommodation but a barn to ſleep in. This 
kind of life ill ſuited my inclination, and my feet 
being very ſore, and myſelf much fatigued with 
walking, 1 changed my mind, and ſeeing an oppor- 
tunity, eſcaped ſecretly, taking the knapſack and 
proviſions with me; the knapſack I buried in the hol- 
low of a rock on the road ; and after travelling ſeven 
days on foot, reached my old town of Albrantes ; 
there I got acquainted with the oftler of a capital 
inn, and was employed by him in leading horſes and 
other cattle to water; I was ſeen by the miſtreſs of 
the inn, to whom I made known my diſtreſs, and 
ſhe hired me as a ſervant under the oftler, to have 
no wages, only what I*ould get from the perſons 
who reſorted there with cattle: in three months 
time I had ſaved up two moidores, with which 1 
bought clothes, ſhoes, and ſtockings, things I had 
not worn a long time before. In three months after 
a perſon came to the inn with a number of mules 
and aſſes, laden with corn; one of the aſſes was fo 
poor and tired out, that it could not proceed on the 
journey. I purchaſed it for about one ſhilling and 
ten pence ſterling, put it to graſs near the inn, where 
T had often opportunities of carrying it corn, My 
aſs throve a-pace, and in three months became ſo 
well, that I determined on quitting my ſervice and 
3 labouring for myſelf. It was a cuſtom among the 
Poor people there to build them a hut in the woods 
| 2 to reſide in; 1 was no ſtranger to that mode of life, 
— 
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having acquired ſufficient knowledge of it from 
living with my firſt miſtreſs. I accordingly pre- 
pared for my new vocation, and being known to 
many reputable perſons in the town, flattered myſelf 
with ſucceeding. I gave my miſtreſs warning, and 
at the ſame time made her acquainted with my plan ; 


ſhe wiſhed me ſucceſs, but thought I was too young. 


On the holidays, which happened in the courſe of 
that month, I reſorted to the woods, and marked 
out the place for my hut. A gale of wind had lately 
blown down ſeveral large trees, the branches of 
which I trimmed, and fixed in the ground in rows, 
leaving an aperture to go in and out at, the diſtances 
were filled up with green cane, of which alſo I made 
my roof; the dried leaves furniſhed me with a bed, 

and by the time my hut was completed, my ſervice 
with my miſtreſs expired, 


I I now: commenced maſter, though very young; 


but as other ſtock was wanting beſides my aſs, in 
order to my carrying on trade, I provided: myſelf 
with four jars; with theſe, in the mornings, I went 
to town with water, which I fold at about two pence 
each jar; in the afternoons I cut wood for ſale, and 
by being aſſiduous and obliging ſucceeded tolerably 
well, rather better than the natives in the ſame way. 
By this means I had faved in ſix months about ten 
moidores, and now began to conſider of viſiting my 
native land, from which I had been abſent nine 
years: I diſpoſed of my aſs and implements, and 


returned to On. where I apphed to the Engliſh 
conſul, 


- 
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conſul, to obtain a paſſage to England : the diſtance 
- of time from my being firſt introduced to him, the 
having forgot my native tongue, with a good pro- 
nunciation of that'of the Portugueſe, were reaſons 
ſufficient to apologiſe for his having forgot me; nor 
= was it until I reminded him of the affair of the row 
= galley, my having been cured of a wound at his. 
Z houſe, and my father's name, that I could gain 
credit with him. He informed me my father was 
up the Straits, and believed me drowned. After a 
little time employed in preparation, he ſent me home 
in a ſhip called the Braganza, captain Lion, where 
I arrived after a tedious paſſage of near two months, 
and found, as my father had not been in England 
for nine years, my mother in law had embarked in 
the millinery buſineſs; ſhe received me with the 
greateſt affection. | 


Here let me addreſs the man whom misfortunes 
have bent, and who is now groaning under the heavy 
yoke ; let him bleſs the afflicting hand of Providence, 
that he was not, like me, in his childhood left deſti- 
tute to the world, in a ſtrange country, without a 
friend, and driven to the neceſſity of inceſſant toil 
for a ſcanty pittance, to preſerve a painful exiſtence, 


From woes like theſe, a moral leſſon fiows, 
Each bas his comforts, though each bas his woes. 


1 was now defirous of quitting a ſeaman's life, 
and taking to ſome trade, though I was eighteen 
; =. years 


— 
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years of age; my mother in-law accordingly agreed 


with a watchmaker, then a lodger in her houſe, and 
I ſerved eight months with him, but as my eyes be- 
came very weak, was obliged to quit the bulineſs, 
and neceſſitated to ſhip myſelf on board the John 
Galley, bound to Falmouth, and from thence to 
America. At that time preſs warrants were iſſued, 
and men being ſcarce, we were but badly maned. 
The captain put us on ſhort allowance ; which made 
us determine to leave him at Falmouth ; but he there 
paid us all our wages, and gave us notes for the re- 
mainder on the ſhip's arrival in the Thames. A 


Dutch ſhip came from Creuſo, in want of men, I 


went in her to Amſterdam, received three guineas 
for the run, and was diſcharged. 1 here ſaw my fa- 
ther's ſhip lying up for ſale ; on enquiry I found he 
lived at a place called Beggar's Ifland, in the capacity 
of a ſchool-maſter, ting the mathematics, I 
waiteJ on him; he received me with ſeeming plea- 
ſure, but much ſurprize: he begged me to remain 
with him until his ſhip was ſold, and he would return 
to England with me. I obeyed : and he treated me 
with great civility, often taking me in a chaiſe to 
view the country. Jn an excvclion one day, he aſked 
me, if I ſhould like a voyage to the Eaſt Indies in the 
ſervice of the Dutch; that if J had no objections, 


he would recommend me to a friend who would take 


great care of me, and that it would be greatly to my 


advantage. I conſented; my father purchaſed me 


cloathing for the voyage, and I was to go on board 
in a for tniglit: but a few days afterwards I unexpect- 


— 


edly 


THOMAS ARAM. 19 


edly met one captain, Gibbons, 1n that 8 Who 
adviſed me by no means to proceed on the voyage; 
at the ſame time aſſuring me he had been informed 
my father meant to ſell me as a ſoldier in the In- 
dies, from whence I ſhould never return. He offered 
to procure me a paſſage to London in a Dutch hoy; 
I readily embraced the opportunity, leaving my 
cloaths, &c. behind. On my arrival in England I 
again ſaw my mother-in-law, and ſhortly after em- 
barked in a ſhip for Malaga. On my return home I 
was informed of the death of my mother; and ſoon 
after entered in the Bologne trade, in which I con- 
tinucd fourteen months, and then quitted it. 


Encouraged by my late ſucceſsful voyages, I ven- 
> tured on that truly precarious one matrimony : 
4 which afforded me but a ſhort lived happineſs, for 
7 ſcarce was the honey-moon expired, when I was 
preſſed on board the Sunderland man of war, then 
at Portſmouth, there I continued nine months, when, 
on the death of king George the firſt, I ran away, 
and came to London ; I then went into the Diepe 
trade, in which I continued two years, with ſucceſs: 
my captain, and another in the ſame trade, pur- 
chaſed a decked boat for me, of about ten tons bur- 
then, to accompany their veſſels from London to 
Diepe : they went on the other ſhore, and provided 
a boat to take my lading. I made four fortunate 
trips, but the fifth proved an unfortunate one, for 
by ſome miſtake in the boat not meeting me on 
the French coaſt, I ben longer than uſual, and 
D 2 was 
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was chaſed by a French boat, which I outſailed, but 
the next day I was boarded by a cuſtom-houſe boat 


from Rye; he demanded whence I came, where 1 


was bound, and required the cockets for my cargo ; ; 
I replied, that I came from London, was bound for 
Guernſey, that my original cargo was cleared out on 
board another veſſel, for Diepe, that the captain 


being my friend, and meeting me at ſea, this cargo, 


which was conſigned to a perſon at Guernſey, he had 
put them on board my veſſel to ſave trouble. Not- 
withſtanding this plauſible evaſion, he carried me to 


Rye, and the goods were taken to the cuſtom-houſe. 


I immediately ſet out for London, and waited on my 
merchants, they at firſt approved my conduct, but 
on their applying at the cuſtom-houſe, they were in- 
formed, that unleſs I pleaded 1gnorance, and de- 


clared I had received orders from the merchants to 


clear out, which I, being a young maſter, had un- 


thinkingly neglected, the goods would be loſt. I 


accordingly pleaded as above, and the goods were 


re- delivered, but the maſter was ordered to be pro- 


ſecuted, and the veſſel condemned. I was ordered to 
keep private a few days, and the merchants under- 


took to procure an order for me and the veſſel to 


proceed on the voyage ; they in a few days wrote to 


me that the veſſel was releaſed, and ordered me to 


return to Rye immediately to take in the Goods, 


firſt clearing them for Diepe, and that proper per- 
ſons were there to receive me. They gave me ten 


guineas to defray my expences, which ] carefully de- 
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my neck; with about eighteen ſhillings in my 
pockets I ſet out that evening on horſeback, and 


/ 5 rode all night: about two o'clock in the morning, 


in a narrow lane the other ſide of Tunbridge, I was 
attacked by two men, who without any ceremony 
pulled me off the horſe, one held a dagger to my 
breaſt, whilſt the other ſearched my pockets; what 
money they found in them they took, and with hor- 
rid imprecations declared, if I made any noiſe they 
* would deſtroy me. I was left unable to walk, hav- 
ing greatly hurt my hip by the fall, and lay hid in a 
*Z hedge until break of day, when I was taken up by a 
I waggoner, and conducted to. Rye my horſe I for- 
tunately met at the turnpike, 


on my applying to the commiſſioners of the 


* cuſtoms at Rye, I was, to my great ſurprize, taken 


into cuſtody by two men, conducted to London, and 
ſent to the Marſhalſea priſon. I applied to the mer- 
chants, who told me to be no ways uneaſy, aſſerting 
that it was a miſtake of the commiſſioners at Rye; 
that I ſhould be releaſed in a few days; and have ſa- 
tisfaction for my loſs of liberty. However, on my 
ſending a ſecond time in a few days after, I was in- 
formed their houſes were ſhut up, and they were gone 
to France: I alſo diſcovered they had been at Rye, 
purchaſed the veſſel, put another maſter on board, 
and, after clearing the goods, went with her to 
Diepe. I remained in the Marſhalſea priſon three 
months, and was at the expence of ſeventy pounds 


before I could get my diſcharge ; while I was in cuſ- 
tody 
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tody I ſent to my father, then in London, to aſſiſt 
me, which he refuſed, declaring that as I had made 
my bed, I might lye on it. Thus by deviating from 
truth, with no view to my own private emolument, 
but to preſerve the property of others, was I con- 
fined in a loathſome priſon three months, put to 
ſeventy pounds expence, and at length deſerted by the 
very men I meant to benefit. Surely ingratitude is 
the baſeſt crime that taints the human breaſt! 


I now went on board a ſmall boat of about ten 
tons burthen, employed in the ſmuggling trade, 

though we wore the appearance of fiſhermen (no 
unuſual maſk.) We traded at times to Calais and 
Dunkirk, and made ſeveral ſucceſsful trips in her ; 
but ſhe at laſt ſunk near Graveſend, The maſter of 
her then purchaſed a cuſtom-houſe ſmack, of about. 
thirty or forty tons burthen, and put on board her 
two men, his brother and myſelf; four voyages were 
fortunate enough, but going the fifth I was near being 
configned to a watry grave. Coming near the 
North Foreland from Dunkirk, a dreadful gale of 
wind aroſe at north eaſt, with a great ſea, which 
waſhed our boat off the deck, we then came too in 
the Goar about ten o'clock in the morning, in order 
to procure another; but not ſucceeding, and night 
coming on, we got up our anchor and made fail, 
when we diſcovered the Spaniard Bay juſt before dark, 
and it blew ſo very hard at north eaſt, that we could 
hoiſt no ſail but a reefed foreſail, and the peak of 
the main ſail; my ſtation was to throw the lead, 

| when 
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when we found red ſand, and two fathom water, but 
by a miſtake of the man at the helm the veſſel ſtruck 
at her ſternpoſt, and remained a-ground, a violent 
ſea running over us; we took to the ſhrouds: fortu- 
nately one of the men got from out of the cabbin, 
before ſhe filled, the enſign, a blanket, and a caſe 
bottle of brandy, which he carried to the maſt head. 
I remained on the deck until the tide roſe ſo high 
that I was obliged to go up the maſt, and being bes 
low the others, every ſea broke over me. Whilſt in 
3 this condition, one of the men above me was waſhed 
from the ſhrouds, but we fortunately, though with 
great difficulty, ſaved him by means of the blanket. 
The ſea continuing thus high, and continually waſh- 
ing over me, I became ſenſeleſs and helpleſs, inſo- 
much, that for ſafety they laſhed me to the topmaſt 
head, and hoiſted the blanker at the top gallant maſt 
head, as a ſignal of diſtreſs. In the morning we 
were providentially relieved by the maſter of a Bark- 
ing fiſhing veſſel, who diſcerning the ſignal, con- 
cluded we were in diſtreſs, ſent his boat for us, and 
we were carried on board his veſſel bound to Graveſ- 
end, where we were treated with great humanity. I 
continucd very ill, not knowing any perſon or being 
able to ſpeak for three days, but by the care and at- 
tendance of the maſter and others, I recovered in a 
few days, and came on ſhore at Graveſend, 1 im- 
mediately ſet out for London on foot, without any 
money ; and though much fatigued, and yery weak, 
I reached home about two o'clock in the morning ; 
ney.” 
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my wife was much ſurprized to ſee me, as ſhe had 


been informed by the men who were in the veſſel, 


and who had left Graveſend while I remained ill, 
that I was ſpeechleſs and without any hope of re- 
covery. After ſtaying at home two days, in which 
time my ſtrength returned, I hired a long boat, bor- 
rowed ſome ſmith's tools, and with one of our people 


determined to try if any thing could be faved out of 


the wreck. We accordingly rowed down, having no 
fails, and reached the wreck, ſcuttled her ſide that 
was out of the water, bur finding. it impoſſible to get 
any thing, her hold being ſo filled with ſand, we 


left her, and returned to London. 


After ſuffering ſuch repeated loſſes, ſo many diffi- 
eulties and dangers, with a wife and child dependant 
on my labour, left without a ſhilling in the world, 
I was reduced to the neceſſity of applying again te 
my father (who was returned to England, having 
ſold his ſhip) for relief, which he abſolutely refuſed 
me: I requeſted he would give.me ſome of his old 
cloaths, that I might go to ſea again. He refuſed 
me this trifling indulgence, bidding me go to ſea and 


work for them, as he had done. I was accordingly 


obliged, as the only means of ſupporting myſelf and 
family, to get employed as a labourer to Mr. Man- 
wairing, a builder, at Bell Dock, in the day; and 
by night, as a private watchman in the neighbour- 
hood of Wapping. In that capacity I remained nine 
months, during which time my wife opened a green 


ſhop in Plough Alley, the goods for which I uſed 
TIE 


* 


1 


— 2 2 


r 


THOMAS ARAM. 25 


regularly to fetch from Spital-fields market every 
morning after my hours of watching; out of my 
earnings I purchaſed a ſecond-hand Britannia frize 
coat, which I wore to prevent my being preſſed into 
the king's ſervice, but being apprehenſive of a diſ- 
covery, I hired an old Peter boat, and went getting 
Z muſſels, which I brought to Billinſgate market and 
ſold: I went thrice in this boat alone, and once took 
ga trip to Calais, by which I cleared money ſufficient 
to maintain my family, and purchaſe a pair of ſilver 
2 buckles. Unable to continue working in this boat 
'Z without aſſiſtance, I took a boy; but in one of our 


| 4 fiſhing voyages we met with ſtormy weather, and were 


driven into Yautlake creek, where we were confined. 
43 two days by exceſſive bad weather; our proviſions 
being gone, and having no money, we. caught a 
Z baſket of muſſels, carrried them to the town, and 
7 fold them for ſix pence, with which I bought bread, 
but that not ſufficing (having eat nothing the day 
before) I determined on returning to Graveſend, 
there I fold muſſels to the value of three ſhillings, 
3 with which I bought proviſions for myſelf and boy, 
and we returned that night on board to ſleep, com- 
1 fortably refreſhed. But waking in the, night, I 
miſſed the boy, found the boat a- ground, and my 
ſilver buckles gone. I made ſtrict enquiry after him, 
but to no purpoſe. I, however, returned to Lon- 
don, ſold the remainder of my muſſels at a good 
market price, making two pounds nine ſhillings. 
the method of catching theſe ſhell fiſh being ſo la- 
borious, and not having an opportunity to procure 
E another 
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another boy, I quitted the profeſſion, and returned 
the boat to the perſon from whom I had it. 


T was now again out of bread; but fortunately 
one Mr. Frampton, a gentleman who knew me well, 
having a Norway yawl, which he uſed as a pleaſure 
boat, offered me the uſe of it gratis, if I thought I 
could get bread in her; and aſſured me, that if I 
ventured to France in her I ſhould have her. I ac- 
cepted his fric: adly offer, and went twice to Maid- 
ſtone in Kent in her to fetch fruit ; but I ſoon de- 
clined this trade, gaining little by it. One day as 1 
was ſtanding by the fea ſide, two gentlemen, in ap- 
pearance, enquired if I knew of any veſſels bound 
to Calais, I told them I knew of none, but that I 
had a boat ready, which they might ſee, and if they 
approved her, I would carry them over : they agreed, 


and I received eight guincas and an half of them at 


Calais for their paſſage : with this money I purchaſed 


thirteen half anchors of brandy, and ſome tea. The 
brandy, which was in kegs, I flung over my boat's 


fide, ready to fink in caſe of meeting any cuſtom- 


houſe boats, and my tea I towed between the lining 


of the boat ; one of the kegs I broached for imme- 


diate uſe, and with a French loaf on board, 1 ſet 2 
fail in the morning, reached the North Foreland that 


night, which was a dark and foggy one ; when, un- 


luckily, I was boarded by a cuſtom-houſe boat; and | 
though I pretended that the loaf was given me, yet 
they, diſcovering the keg of brandy three parts full, 5 
carried me and the boat to Margate, where ſhe was Þ 


condemned, 
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condemned. The brandy I had ſunk I was in hopes 
| of caving, but had the mortification to ſee it diſ- 
covered Sd taken up by the officers the next day. I 
returned to London, and acquainted Mr. F rampton 
Vith the loſs of his boat, who generouſly replied, as 
I had ventured to France in her, he would forgive 
me, and I ſhould pay nothing for her. 
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N now hired a Peter boat, and procured a trailing 
net, for the purpoſe of fiſhing among the Barking 
mall boats. Though I was ignorant of this em- 
a 1 ploy, yet being known to many of the fiſhermen, 
{ 7 who ſaw me deſirous of earning the bread of in- 
- duſtry, they inſtructed me how to mend my net, and 
| | ſpared me one of their boys, for which I gave them 
I a fourth part of the fiſh T caught. We generally 
' fiſhed in the Hope, near Graveſend, but the ſummer 
a coming on we went down to Burnham river; here I 
g diſmiſſed the boy, and worked the boat alone, having 
3 tolerable ſucceſs for ſome time: but ſoon after I met 
with a veay heavy gale of wind, by which my fails 
were almoſt blown to pieces, and myſelf nearly caſt 
- 3 away ; I however eſcaped, and arrived ſafe in Lon- 
1 don, where I delivered the boat to the owner, 


Il next got employed by captain Hales of the port 
of Harwich, to preſerve ſuch goods as could be got 
out of the wrecks of ſeveral ſhips that had been caſt 
away on that coaſt : the wages allowed for myſelf 
and men were forty ſnillings per day, which, to per- 
ſons unſkilled in that employment, may appear ex- 
E 2 _ + " tracramary; 
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curing the veſſel, went on ſhore, refreſhed myſelf, 
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Gang, but when they are told, it was in the hard 
winter, myſelf often up to the arms in water, they 


will not think me undeſerving of it: the hardſhips 


and inceſſant fatigue attending this employ were ſo 
many and great, that I was obliged to quit it in a 


ſhort time. 


I once more entered into the Bologne trade, and 


continued therein about twelve months, in which I 
ſaved money: I then purchaſed part of a veſſel of 


about thirty tons burthen; and it was agreed between 


the owner of the other part and me, that I ſhould 
go in her to the weſtward for oyſters; for which 
purpoſe we purchaſed dredges, hired two boys, and 
failed for Portſmoyth, where ſeveral tranſports and 
men of war then lay. The oyſters we bartered on 
board the men of war for bread, as they had no 


money, and the bread we ſold to the officers on board 


the tranſports. I was ſoon after engaged to attend 
the tranſports, to carry the ſick ſoldiers from their 
ſhips to Southampton, at fifteen ſhillings per day. 


I remained about eight months in this employ, when 


the ſhips ſailed, During this time I ſaved fifty gui- 
neas, excluſive of remittances to ſupport my wife; 
and after catching a load of oyſters, left Portſmouth 
in the month of October, with an intention of going 
to London, but in coming to an anchor off the F ore- 


land in a great fea, I loſt my beſt anchor; however, 


that evening I reached -Margate pier; here I ſaw 
many of my acquaintance, and after properly ſe- 


and 
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and returned on board to reſt. In the night I was 


awakened by a perſon on board the next veſſel, who 


told me that the ſternpoſts of my veſlel were broke; 
and in a few minutes, by the violence of the ſea 


againſt the veſſel, which lay cloſe to the pier, ſne 
went to pieces with ſeveral other veſſels. The wea- 
ther was fair and temperate when I went to reſt; but 
being overcome by the fatigue of being ſo long at 
the helm, having ſtood to it all the way from Portſ- 


mouth, it is not to be wondered at that I was heavy 


to ſleep, and perceived not the gale until I awoke, 
when I had no remedy left, but that reſignation to 
the divine will, and fortitude of mind, which had 
hitherto ſupported me. One of the boys was waſhed" 
over board, and it was with the greateſt difficulty 
that myſelf and the other were ſaved. Thus was I 
deprived, in a moment almoſt, of that little pro- 
perty J had been ſo many months labouring day and 
night to acquire. „„ 


After this misfortune I returned to London, and 
was ſoon after engaged as one of his majeſty's ord- 
nance and victualling hoys ; our ſtation was to the 
Nore and Longreach, but as the wages were ſmall, I 


quitted my employer's ſervice; but was ſoon after 


informed, that a perſon had a new hoy, for which 
he wanted a maſter : J got properly recommended to 
him, and was appointed maſter. This hoy myſelf 
and a boy worked two years, between London and 
Chatham, and then bought half of her for ninety 

3 55 pounds 
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pounds. I ſoon after got employment in the qua- 


rentine buſineſs at * Creek. 


A little time after, one captain Shanks of the 
Weſtmorland, and myſelf, meeting at Sam's coffee- 
houſe, for the purpoſe of agreeing to go to Stand- 


gate Creek, the maſter of the coffee-houſe hearing 


my name mentioned, ſaid he had a box in his poſ- 
ſeſſion for one of the ſame name, with a direction for 
his being maſter of a coaſting veſſel ; and that it had 
been left there ſome time. We requeſted to ſee it, 
and finding the direction correſpond with my ad- 
dreſs, the maſter of the coffee-houſe agreed to deli- 


yer it me, on condition the captain would be ſecu- 


rity with me, for returning it, in caſe it ſhould ap- 
pear at any future time to be the property of another, 


I received the box, and on opening it, found a filver 
watch with a filver ſeal, the impreſſion a coat of arms; ; 
a diamond ring, and a gold watch; neither of which 


have yet been claimed by any perſon. The gold 


watch I have now in my poſleſſion ; but from whom 
this box and its contents came, I am, to this hour, 


a ſtranger. 


| Not long after this lucky circumſtance, I loſt my 
wife, who left behind her two children, a boy thir- 
teen years old, and a girl who died ſhortly after her 


mother. About this time I purchaſed an old hoy 


for fifty pounds, and after thoroughly repairing her, 
ſold a part of her to Mr. Arnold, then a broker's 


| clerk to the Leghorn ſhips, we put a maſter in her, 
allowing 
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allowing him a third, and by the intereſt of Mr. Ar- 
nold we got her employed in the quarentine buſineſs 
to Standgate Creek ; and at other times in the vic- 


tualling work to the Nore and Sheerneſs, in which 
the continued ſome time. 


4 1 About. three months after the above, I was paſſi ing 
3B by the king's brewhouſe in my boat, when I diſco- 
vered a number of people aſſembled on the key; on 


-2 450 


enquiring the occaſion, I received the melancholy in- 
telligence that my ſon had fallen into the water, and 
they were ſearching for him. I immediately went on 
board a lighter near the place, ſtripped myſelf, dived, 
and found him with his head ſtuck in the mud, his 
feet uppermoſt : I brought him to the ſurface of the 
water, carried him on ſhore, and uſed every means 
to recover him but in vain, for he was ſuffocated. — 
On this melancholy occaſion I experienced the juſt- 
nefs of Shakeſpear's obſervation, that I fruggling 
with misfortunes lies the true proof of virtue. I carried 
his corpſe into my* boat, conveyed 1t home, and 
had it decently intered, which coſt me fourteen 
2 pounds. 


Soon after this, my father died in Greenwich 
hoſpital. After he was buried, I was fent for, A 
the key of his cheſt delivered to me; on eam 
1 found forty-three moidores, three guineas, a watch, 
and a ring, the money I delivered to his widow, A 
woman he married ſoon after his leaving Holle nt; 
ihe was blind 15 had only twenty fie pounds 5 54 
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annum to live on; his other effects I poſſeſſed myſelf 
of. = 155 


The victualling hoy belonging to government had 
juſt at this time been taken in the Downs by a French 
privateer: and I, who was employed in carrying 
proviſions to the fleet, very narrowly eſcaped ſharing 
the ſame fate; for as I was going round the Fore- 
land at the dawn of day, I was chaſed by a French 
row boat, and the wind being but little, and at weſt, 
was unable to get away, therefore thought it prudent 
to run her on ſhore ; for which purpoſc I cut my der- 
rick and jeers, and let my yard and ſail run down on 
the deck; I then took to my boat, and rowed to- 
wards the ſhore, but fortunately a man of war's 
boat came out of the Downs to my aſſiſtance. They 
then left my boat, and rowed with ſixteen oars to 
the North Sand's Head, and by the friendly aſſiſtance 
of the people on board the man of war's boat, I 
got ſafely from ſhore, and they convoyed me on board 


the admiral 8 . in the Downs. 


On my return to London I was ſent for by the 
ler of the victualling office, to agree for 
two hoys to go from Dover to the Downs, at the 
rate of thirty-five ſhillings per month each hoy ; but 
finding they would not inſure me from the danger 
of the enemy, I declined figning the agreement. 
They threatened to compel me, and ſent one Mr. 
Ellis on board my hoy then in the river, (the other 


being on her paſſage from Chatham) to take her by 
force, 
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force, and load her for the Downs; but it being low 
water, and the hoy a-ground, he could not then ex- 
ecute his orders, and I took the opportunity of ap- 
= plying to a gentleman of the law for advice, he di- 
Z rected me to lock her with a chain to ſome ſhip, 
I which if they broke, they muſt pay me ready money. 
I followed his directions, and as ſoon as the hoy 
XX floated, they ſent perſons for her, who finding what 
had been done, returned without her. I imme- 
2 diately hereon, ſent her to Standgate Creek, to take 


goods out of the quarantine ſhips, for which I was 


paid one guinea per day. Next day I was ſent for by 
the commiſſioners, who informed me they would 
3 take poſſeſſion of the other hoy as ſoon as ſhe came 
from the Nore, as they had orders to load her for 
b the Downs. I prevented them, by getting her em 
1 ployed by the Thames, a Turkey ſhip then lying 
XZ quarantine at Standgate; and for this purpoſe met 
her, took out the empty caſks with which the was 
laden, ſent her immediately to the Creek, and re- 
turned with the caſks myſelf. The commiſſioners 
underſtanding I was returned with the hoy's lading, 
and that ſhe was gone to the Creek, ſent to bring her 
back; having got intelligence of their proceedings, 
I immediately ſet out on horſeback, and arrived juſt 
ume enough to prevent her being taken poſſeſſion of, 
by procuring ten bales of cotton to be put on board 
her from the Turkey ſhip. Mr. Ellis returned back 
3 as he came, and reported the tranſaction to the board, 
who, the next day ſent for me, to know what were 
my objections. I waited on the gentlemen, and 
. F agreeable 
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agreeable to the advice of Mr. Elias Bird, builder, 


at Greenland Dock, and part owner with me of one 
of the hoys, acquainted them, that I could not work 


without ready money, unleſs they would then pay 


me the non-intereſt bills, which had been due two 
years, and amounted to four hundred pounds. This 
they refuſed, and I was ſoon after diſmiſſed their 


| ſervice. 


Shortly after, the hoy in which Mr. Pird and my- 
ſelf were jointly concerned, lying in Blackwall Reach, 


laden for the Nore, with only a boy on board, was 


damaged by the St. George, Indiaman, in running 
down the river againft the tide, the rudder and main 
yard were broke. On my application at the victu- 
alling office, they ordered me to get her immediately 


repaired, and to procced on my voyage. As Mr. 
Bird had a ſhare in the Indiaman alſo, I concluded 
he would make good the damage, but he only gave 


me ten pounds, on which I produced the bill for the 
repairs, and requeſted he would diſcharge the whole, 
which he refuſing, I ſerved him' with a copy of a 


writ, and he then paid me; but when the hoy came 
from the Nore, he declared I ſhould ſtay no longer 
in his fervice, and that I either ſhould buy his part, 


or ſell my own: I accordingly ſold him my ſhare in 


the veſſel, and kept working in the other hoy until 
the peace. The quarantine buſineſs being over, and 


the hoy wanting much repair, I applied to Mr. Ar- 


nold, my partner, but he declined being at any ex- 
' pence, we therefore agreed to ſell her. She was put | 


up 
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up at Lloyd's coffee-houſe, and I became the pur- 
chaſer. She was immediately thoroughly repaired, 
and converted into a ſloop ; I loaded her for Havre 
de Grace, in France, and made four ſucceſsful voyages 
with goods and paſlengers, but finding her too ſmall, 
and the accommodations for paſſengers not conve- 
XZ nient enough, I purchaſed a ſloop of ſeventy-five 
| tons for four hundred pounds, To make up which 
Z ſum I borrowed two hundred pounds on her of cap- 
tain William Wood, at five per cent. This money 
4 I repaid in two years. 


I once more ventured on the matrimonial ſtate 
with a widow at Dover, who had a boy and a girl; 
I made one voyage, and then brought her to London, 
taking a houſe in New Hermitage-Street. The 
French trade not being briſk, I procured a freight 
for Rochelle; but on my return found my houſe 
XZ ſhut up, my wife, daughter, and ſervant gone to 
Dover ; and though I wrote to her to return, ſhe 
delayed it three weeks, during which time I had pro- 
cured a freight for Liſbon ; on ſeeing her I remon- 
ſtrated on the imprudence of her behaviour, to which 
ſhe replied, that not having her health in London, 
ſhe would, when ſhe pleaſed, remove to Dover with- 
out alking my leave. In about ten days after my 
lading was all in, I failed for Liſbon, and in twelve 
days made the Burlings, where I procured a Portu- 
gueſe pilot; but the night being foggy, we were 
obliged to lay too, the rather as there was a large 
flect of veſſels, with a Dutch man of war; we hoiſted 

F'2 13 a light 
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a light on our ſhrouds; but about midnight, as I 
was ſmoaking my pipe on deck with the pilot, I per- 
ceived a veſſel coming on board us; we hailed them 
and tried to ſteer our ſhip, but before we could do 
ſo, they came on board us with their bowſprit be- 
tween our maſt and ſtay, with ſuch force, I was ap- 
prehenſive we ſhould have gone to the bottom. Ag 
ſoon as we got clear of her, which was effected by 
cutting his bobſtay, I ordered my people to get the 
pump geer, and try the pump; this they refuſed, 
declaring the veſſel was ſinking, and attempted to get 
the boat over the ſhip's ſide, which I prevented, and 
going into the fore-caſtle, got the pump ready ; but 
the men, whilſt IT was there had cut the boat's laſh. 
ing, and had got her over the ſhip's fide, declaring 
they would leave the ſhip, as ſhe would ſoon go down, 
I immediately laid hold of a ſmall hatchet, with 


which I cut a hole in the boat, reſolutely obſerving 3 | 


to them, that unleſs they aſſiſted me with the pump, 


J was determined they ſhould ſink with me: finding 9 
it impracticable to carry into execution their inten- 


tion of leaving the ſhip, and perceiving two feet and 


a half water in the hold, they applied themſelves, 
though rather unwillingly to the preſervation of ſhip Y 
and cargo, and in two hours we had ſo well beſtowed 3 
our time, as to need the uſe of one pump only; but 4 
the pilot, (who was a true Portugueſe, and ſhrunk |. 
even at the appearance of danger) was employed in J 

| cutting the leather from the wooden ſoles of his ſhoes, 4 
to repair the damage made in the boat; I gave my- ö 

| ſelf little concern about him, taking care however to j 
prevent þ 
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prevent his eſcape. Day. light coming on we bore 
away for Liſbon, and at noon run her on ſhore at 

Bilboa, where I found the whale, and one ſtreak un- 
der the whale broke. I had her repaired with all ex- 
pedition, for which I paid fifty-11x pounds, and hav- 
ing entered my proteſt, returned to London. 


On my arrival home, I learned that my wife had 
removed with the houſhold goods to Dover, ſo that 
remained chiefly on ſhip board, and at other times 


in a private lodging. It was not long before I pro- 


cured a freight for Bourdeaux, but I was taken ill, 
and rendered incapable of going the voyage, was . 
therefore neceſſitated to engage another to go in her 
as maſter. My wife being prevailed on -to return to 
London, I took a houſe again in Hermitage-ſtreet. 


The French trade growing ſlack about this time, 
I ſold my ſloop ; but being promiſed employment in 
the Oſtend trade by one Mr. Twynam, I purchaſed 
a brig of one hundred and fifty tons burthen, and 
continued in that buſineſs until the year 17 56, when 


the laſt war with France commenced. In the month 


of July, as I was proceeding to Oſtend, in company 
with ſeveral other traders, under convoy of the Waſp, 
ſloop of war, captain Lever, we brought too in 
Margate road, where meeting with captain Ayres, 
an old acquaintance of mine, I got of him four 
ſwivel gurfs and two blunderbuſſes, in order to make 
ſignals if found neceſſary, having a ſufficient quan- 
tity of powder on board. My ſwivels 1 had mounted 

8 on 
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on the timber heads, and that night we made fail; 


the next day in the afternoon we found ourſelves be- 


tween Newport and Oſtend, when the Waſp, having 
ſeveral veſſels under convoy for Middleboyrgh, parted 


company: on this occaſion I embraced the opportu- 


nity of exerciſing my guns and men, and accordingly 
faluted captain Lever with all my little ſtock of ar- 


tillery. Prior, however, to my parting with the 


Waſp, I had procured a pilot; this fellow, on my 


queſtioning him, poſitively aſſerted there were no 


privateers out from Dunkirk, notwithſtanding we 
had taken ſeveral of their veſlels ; he lied, for about 


ſeven o'clock in the evening, I diſcovered a boat, which 


at firſt I took for a privatcer, rowing towards us, 


I got two of my ſwivel guns laſhed on each crutch, X 
one I fired with powder only, taking that method to 
_ diſcover if he was an enemy; but as ſoon as he was 


within muſquet ſhot, he convinced me by firing a 
volley of ſmall arms into us, roaring out at the ſame 
time, —ſtrike you Engliſh dogs, —But I was not to 
be intimidated by French gaſconade, for it being 


flood tide, I ſteered for the ſhore, firing one of my 


ſwivels loaded with ſhot, and another loaded with 


two marline ſpikes and old nails; he then came un- 


der our ſtern, and fired in at the cabbin windows ; 
having a blunderbuſs loaded, I attempted to fire, but 
it maſſed ; diſappointed, I threw it among their men, 


and was afterwards informed I terribly wounded one 1 
in the head. After this laſt effort of ours they 3 
boarded us; and all my people being under the deck, 
except the pilot, myſelf, and the mate, they ſcized 
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me by the arms and legs, then threw me into the 


boat, and after taking what priſoners they thought 
fit, propoſed going to Dunkirk, but the pilot told 
them an Engliſh man of war lay off that port, and 
the wind proving contrary made them determine for 
Oſtend. The captain ſearched me, took my buckles 
out of my ſhoes, and my fleeve buttons, his men at 
the ſame time were plundering my people. On my 


arrival at Oſtend I was confined in my cabbin, and 


a centinel placed over me, whoſe face was orna- 


Z mented with a huge pair of falſe whiſkers. The 
captain of the privateer ſeized my bills of lading, 


took poſſeſſion of my keys, ſearched all the paſſen- 
gers, and took from them every thing but what they 


had on their backs. The next day the veſſel was 
XZ hauled cloſe: to the key, and myſelf and people were 
XX confined the firſt week on board, nor would they 


permit any perſon to ſpeak to us. The captain of 
the privateer lay on ſhore, and as all my tea equipage 
was taken from me by the prize captain, I had my 
breakfaſt brought from ſhore; one day after break- 
faſt, the captain of the prize being upon deck, F 


2X ripped the hinges off a trunk, and took out of it fix 


ſilver watches, and putting them in a baſket with the 
tea things, ſafely conveyed them to the owner, one 
Mr. Benjamin, a Jew merchant. Next day I placed 
one gold and two ſilver watches in the tea kettle, 
with an intent to convey them alſo on ſhore, but 
was prevented by the captain's ſon, who diſcovering 
them, informed his father, and he took them away, 
with three other watches my property; and the 
5 | | cuſtom- 
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cuſtom-houſe officers coming on board ſealed the 
hatch until the ſhip was condemned or cleared. The 
next day all the paſſengers went on ſhore, and gave 
bail for their appearance at Dunkirk, except a young 
lady, who remained on ſhore until ſhe heard from 3 , 
her friends. The paſſengers being all gone on ſhore, z 1 
the officers of the privateer took poſſeſſion of the 3 
cabbin, where both they and their men, a ſet of 
abandoned wretches, lived together in the greateſt | 3 
familiarity. One day, whilſt theſe fellows were in- 
dulging themſelves in revelry, my men, who were 3 
upon deck, took the opportunity of dropping into 
the boat which lay chained to the ſhip's ſide, with 

a ſeeming intention of going to waſh their ſhirts, ' 
but having diſcovered the Dover pacquet, four of 9 | 
them reſolutely jumped into the water, and being | 
good ſwimmers ſoon reached the pacquet, whoſe Mt 
people gladly received them on board. The priva- 
teer's men immediately manned their boat, and pur- 
ſued them, but to no purpoſe, for the pacquet men 2 
took to their arms, and putting themſelves in a poſ- 7 
ture of defence, obliged the monſieurs to ſheer off. 
The next day my mate and boy, taking advantage Y 
of the neglect which their riotous behaviour occa- L | 
ſioned, made their eſcape to ſhore, and got ſafe to 
England. 
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J had been now eight days in the enemy's poſ- 
ſeſſion, when it happened that myſelf and the prize 
captain, who to the politeneſs of a Frenchman 4 
added hamanity, were walking the deck in friendly 4 
diſcourſe 
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> IF diſcourſe with each other; I took the opportunity of 
pointing out to him the irregularities and brutal be- 

> MF haviour of his people; he acquieſced in the truth of 

3 my obſervation, but remarked, that he only acted 
in a ſubordinate capacity, being under the controul 
of the captain of the privateer, who was a wretch 
that had raiſed himſelf to command by the enormity 
of his crimes, and who paid no regard to any one 
virtue; and his men were equally as brutal as him- 
ſelf. He ſaid he had a particular regard for the En- 

1 gliſh, having received from them many favours, 
7 which had increaſed much ſince by his having mar- 
ried a Dover woman, wiſhed he was in their 3 
but as that could not well be effected, he ſhould 
| 3 content himſelf by ſhewing that brave people every 
| mark of friendſhip and eſteem his ſtation and abili- 
ties would permit. | thanked him for his good will 
I 1 my country men, and regretted that fo hu- 
Z mane a man ſhouid be neceſſitated to act with ſuch 
miſcreants. Whiiſt we were thus diſcourſing, it 
happened that we ſtepped into the cabbin, where, 
finding ourſelves alone, a circumſtance which had not 
: ; happened before, I aſked him if it was poſlible to 
get poſſeſſion of the cabbin to ſleep in. He ſaid, 
from the knowledge he had of theſe people, he ap- 
prehended not. I told him I bad an innocent ſcheme 
4 in my head, which would ſecure the cabbin to our- 
ſfſelves, if I had his concurrence for carrying it into 
execution ; he anſwered, if it was harmleſs he would 
not only grant his conſent, but lend his aſſiſtance: 
hercupon I produced to Ay a Ruſſian dreſs, which 
: 20 ] had 
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1 had purchaſed for my own uſe at Peterſburgh, and 
which the people of thoſe northern climes wear, in 
order to ſhelter them from the cold; it confiſted of a 
long garment, hned with a bear's ſkin, and a cap of 
the ſame, which covered the face, and came down 
over the ſhoulders; this garb I put on, and taking L 
a turn round the cabbin upon my hands and legs, he FF + 


declared he never ſaw a more ſtriking repreſentation MF. | 


of a bear. I then told him that, for three or four 
days to come, he muſt ſpread a report of the cabbin's F : 


being haunted, and that ſomething in the ſhape of a 1 
white bear had appeared to him for ſome nights paſt, "F | 


which afterwards made its eſcape through the cabbin 
window. My new acquaintance reliſhed the plan, 
and the time appro:ching we prepared to put it in 
execution. Accordingly one Saturday night, an awn- 
ing being over the quarter deck (as it was fummer) the 
privateer's men were regaling themſelves under it, 
having received their weekly allowance of brandy : 
the hour had juſt ſtruck twelve, and the cuſtomary 3 
health on that night (to our wives and ſweethearts) 
4 was going briſkly about, when the prize captain, 
15 got up, leaving me and the French doctor, who ſlept A | 
on a cheſt in the cabbin, by ourſelves, and going 

upon the quarter deck, ſtood before them apparently 
much frightened, and incapable of ſpeaking ; I had 
got my Ruſſian dreſs ready, which I put on with the 
airy fide outwards, and crawled after the captain 


— = - 
—— 


= 
v = UE hs WEE RES be IE > cs 

r rr, ed r 7 Rn — 
— 5-6. + o » — * — — — 


1 upon all fours. The people, who had been already I f 
. alarmed by the captain, ſtood all aghaſt like fo many 4 n 
0 ſpectres, on my approaching the quarter- deck 3 here i Cc 
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d the pencil of a Hogarth was wanting, to pourtay the 

meagre panic-ſ{truck Frenchman. One of them, on 
eſpying me, emptied a pot of brandy hot full in my 
face; another threw at me an empty jug; but all 
XZ took to their heels, and made for the bowſprit, cry- 
XZ out, the devil! the devil! at the ſame time calling 
on the centinel to ſhoot me. I now thought it 
high time to retreat, accordingly I tacked about and 
made for the cabbin, where finding the doctor ſtyl 
aſleep, I put both my paws on his face, taking care 
not to cover his eyes, and ſquatting myſelf upon 
| my hams, hung my head over his; he waked,— 
and began to mutter his pater noſter, but greatly 
terrified he ſoon fled, leaving behind him no odorife- 
rous ſcent, and being come among his countrymen, 
ſwore the devil was juſt then gone out at the cabbin 


he window, My friend and I had the cabbin to onr- 
it, ſelves that, and every night afterwards, as none 


would enter it but in the day- time; ſo ſtrongly had 


75 

ry fear, aided by ſuperſtition, impreſſed upon their 
s) minds, the reality of the devil's appearance. 

pt A little time after the above, one captain Breame 
g prccured an order from the governor, giving him 
ly liberty to come on board and ſpeak to me, which he 
d IM accordingly did, attended by a file of muſqueteers. 
1c As ſoon as he came on board, he ordered all the pri- 


vateer's men on ſhore; which being done, he in- 
formed me, that being taken under the guns of a 
neutral power I had a right to recover | oth ſhip and 
cargo; that if I was inclined to pu ſus tac recovery, 
G 2 | | be 


E. DRY 
—— 
— 


by — — _ - 2 
—— — — mnt, — 


— — Ar: p « wv. wa + — <2 
— 2 ate 1 


B ERR CR 
—— — — 


. 


222 2 
= : 
— 2 — 
— 


— 


o 
bs 
— 


DP 
* 2 


2 — = £ 25 
A * . => 
22 — — 


. — * — 33 
c 


* 
2 * 
R 


— * — 
11 at 
* 


2 


** „ 


8 wy 
—— — 
» "I RI, ou 
* — 


— 


2 > a 
> + 2 


er 
LINES 


1 . 12 wy - — —— 5 8 IE , : * I 7 — 

BR 22 3 — ga. ir = oh — hy — "Þ 2x 16-4” . n 2 * 
. TIE han: CES S How 0. DE 2 T5 
* 2 « 1 D. R 2 N = 7 1 a= +? G . — _—__ 54 rs 8 . _— C ; , 4 A. 
— — — — — ws — „ R oc BET mn © 440% V = £ — —. 22 3 — * 

* : : A — n - 24 - nts 4 3 g 7 2 . Den 2. 


WH 6 Eg 
wn MPs. = I. IE 


44 TAE HISTORY or 
he would recommend me to a gentleman, by pro- 
feſlion a civilian, and well verſed in the law of na- 
tions, who ſhould undertake to regain my ſhip, pro- 
vided I gave him twenty guineas, and paid the ex- 
pences attending the proſecution, that if he failed no 
money would be required. I declined giving an im- 


mediate anſwer to this, wiſhing to write to the {hip- > 


pers of my cargo and owners, for their inſtructions. 
He faid there was no time to looſe, as they intended 


to take both ſhip and cargo to Dunkirk, where they 
"would be condemned. That if I purpoſed ſuing, I | 
would be aſſiſted by the merchants who had neutral | 
property on board. F inding myſelf preſſed, I con- I 


ſented ; and he demanded one hundred pounds ſecu- 
rity for the purpoſe of conducting the ſuit : for this 
ſum J gave him a draught on my wife, payable on 
ſight to one Mr. Fomblean, in Tower-Street, which 


was duly paid. He then obtained an order for my- 


ſelf and mate's being examined before the judge of 
the admiralty court there, before whom we deſcribed 


the place, and diſtance we were from the ſhore when 


taken, which was not above a mile off, and in three 
fathom water. But the privateer captain had pre- 
viouſly made my pilot drunk, and prevailed on him 
to ſign an inſtrument, declaring we were taken weſt 
north weſt, diſtant three leagues from the ſhore. I 
procured liberty to lodge on ſhore, and the merchants 
poſſeſſing the neutral effects inſtituted a ſuit for the 
Tecovery of them ; but the reſt of the cargo, (no 
one claiming it) remained to ſhare the fate of the 
ſhip. T be merchants recovered their cargo in about 


four 
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four months, and the property was ordered to be de- 
livered. During the delivery the privateer captain 


| would often upbraid me with giving the Engliſh in- 
| ſtead of the neutral goods. This was fo often re- 


peated, with the addition of opprobrious language, 


that I was one day ſo provoked as to ſhove him down 


on the key, by which he was near falling into the 


XZ ſea. I was immediately taken into cuſtody, and con- 
*Z fined two days, but was releaſed on giving ſecurity 
| in a hundred pound bond. Soon after the captain of 
the privateer and his men left my veſſel, and thoſe 
ZZ merchants who had recovered their effects ſeized his 


ſhip for the coſts attending the ſuit ; ſhe was there- 


fore chained a long ſide my veſſel, where ſhe remained 


until they had ſtripped her of every thing valuable, 


and a little after ſhe ſunk. The remaining part of 
my cargo, with the ſhip, I recovered afterwards, and 
then, and not 'till then, did the owners apply for 


their property, which, as I had preſerved it, I refuſed 
delivering, unlefs they paid a proportionable ſhare of 
the expences, which in the whole amounted to one 
hundred and ſeventy pounds ſterling : this they ob- 
jected to; on which I applied to council (to whom 


I gave two guineas as his fee) who was of opinion, 


that as they had given me no authority to bring the 
action, they could not legally be fixed with any coſts. 
On this I delivered the goods agreeatle to the bills of 
lading, and got about forty pounds allowed me to- 
wards my expences, though their property was va- 
lned at upwards of two thouſand five hundred 


| ponnds, and my yeſſel only at fix tundred pounds: 


but 
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my boots on. 


Paulet, but the admiral being then engaged I was 
ordered to attend again at fix o'clock in the evening. 


I then went to a public houſe in Deal, where I was 
ſitting after dinner with two pilots, when the French 


captain paſſed by the door, in his way to the priſon, 
I followed him, and enquired of the centinel at the 
gate, whether one captain Artue was not a priſoner 
there; being anſwered in the affirmative, I craved 
permiſſion to ſee him, which was readily granted. 
On being introduced, I demanded the watch he had 
robbed me of; he pulled it out of his pocket and 
ſhewed it me, declaring if ever he took me again, he 
would ſtrip the ſkin off my noſe, for an Engliſh dog 
as I was. This ſo far enraged me, that I ſuffered 


myſelf to be hurried away by reſentment, and took F 


him by the noſe. The centry obſerving this tranſ- 


action, gave me a blow with his cutlaſs, and draging 4 
me out, ſaid I had no buſineſs to ſtrike a priſoner of 


War. 


I now repaired again to the public houſe, and 
ſtayed there until the time of my waiting on the ad- 
miral approached; but on my attending found the 3 
gaoler had been and reported my behaviour. | 
ever on ſending up my name and buſineſs I was or- 
dered up ſtairs; when I entered the appartment 1 r 
ſaw, five captains of his majeſty's navy, and among | 
them captain Lever, under whoſe convoy I had been 
lord Harry Paulet ac- | 
coſted me, by alking how I durſt enter his room with ; 


T 0 which ! ſarcaſtically replied, : 
had | 


juſt before my being taken 


How- 


oy 
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your honour ordered a pair of ſlippers to have been 


ready at the door, I ſhould not now have ſoiled your 
carpet with my boots; he ſaid I was a ſaucy fellow ; 


1 told him I came to ſeek for juſtice, that I had been 


taken by one captain Artue under the guns of Oſ- 


tend, who having been caſt in conſiderable damages 


had meanly fled and left me to pay the whole ex- 
pence, that this captain was now a priſoner at Deal, 
therefore I hoped his honour would oblige him to 
make ſatisfa&tion. To this he anſwered, that he had 
received information of my ill treating the priſoner, 


and for my inſolence he would do nothing for me. 
The reader may remember, that at the beginning of 


this hiſtory I aſſigned a want of Education as a reaſon 
for many of my misfortunes and errors thro' life. In 
the foregoing inſtance, among many others, my aſ- 


ſertion is juſtified. I knew nothing of the law of 


nations, but ſuffered reſentment to be predominant, 
thinking I had a right to take ſatisfaction of an ene- 
my, and one who had injured me, wherever I found 
him. But to proceed: 


There being no probability of my procuring re- 


I dreſs from the admiral, I went to Oſtend, from 


thence to Bruflels, where I applied to the Engliſh 


XZ conſul, and he aſſured me, that as ſoon as he heard 


from the earl of Holderneſs he would acquaint me 
of it, I waited there two months at a heavy expence, 
in expectation of hearing from his lordſhip, but it 
was in vain: at laſt the conſul recommended 
it to me to return and ſee his lordſhip again, I did 

= - ſe 
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ſo, but the only ſatisfaction I could get for loſing my 
ſhip was, that the queen of Hungary had not acted 
regularly, and that he could do nothing for me until 


a peace. 

| Shortly after I purchaſed a ſloop of one Mr. 
f Hutchinſon, at Lloyd's coffee-houſe; ſhe was called 
, the Adina, of about one hundred tons burthen, and 
: I gave for her two hundred and eighty pounds. 1 , 
N procured a freight for her of Mr. Twynam, for Oſ- , 
5 tend, where I was rather chagrined at ſeeing my old 
: veſſel converted into barracks for ſoldiers. I here 3 v 
' got a cargo of brandy home, but the French trade , 
1 falling dead, I went to Rotterdam, and then had 4 t\ 
her raiſed and converted into a two maſt brig, which al 
] coſt me two hundred and twenty-two pounds, I f. 
| afterwards went to Newcaſtle, took in coals and fr 
j ſold them at Dover, but that not anſwering, I ſold 3 er 
the next cargo at London, and then got a freight of 4 FE 
; corn to Port a Port, with or without convoy : I in- th 
f ſured her out for three hundred pounds, but going 1 th 


down channel with the wind at weſt, at the back of þ, 
the Oars, ſtanding in for the land, I found myſelf F thi 
chaced by a ſmall privatcer ; however I ſtill conti- pa 
nued ſteering for the ſhore, having no other means 
of eſcaping : he fired ſeveral guns, but I not bring- lar 
ing too, he gave us a broad- ſide, which carried away all 
our quarter pieces, and broke every thing in the cab= 2? 
bin, but providentially wounded no one, but before 
ſhe wore again, ſhe got a ground on the Oars, and 
1 run cloſe into ſhore ; ; night coming on, by the aſ- 
| | iſtance 4 
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fiſtance of a fiſherman, I got ſafe to Portſmouth : 
here I wrote to my freighters to know if they were 


agreeable I ſhould wait for convoy, but they inſiſted 
on my proceeding immediately on my voyage, or 
they would proteſt againſt me: I therefore took the 
opportunity of the Weſt India convoy, and kept 
company with them for three days, but on the fourth, 
juſt at day break, I fell in with a French privateer, 
was taken and carried into Camerania, in Spain, 
near Cape Finiſtre. I found five captains and ſe- 
venty-five other priſoners on board the privateer, 
whoſe commander was a well diſpoſed man, of a hu- 


| mane temper and obliging diſpoſition; we were the 


twenty-third prize he had taken. When we came to 
an anchor, he aſked us all whether we would go on 
ſhore at Camerania, or proceed with him to Vigo, 
from which port he was fitted out ; we all agreed to 
embrace the firſt propoſal, and gain our liberty as 
ſoon as poſſible, informing him at the ſame time, 
that we meant to proceed by land to the Groine, and 


there obtain a paſlage to England in the pacquet 
boat. He ſent his lieutenant on ſhore to enquire if 


there was any perſon there whoſe buſineſs it was to 


pPaſs the priſoners to the Groine; one was ſoon found, 
| who allowed us a guide, and to each man a dol- 


lar for travelling charges. The captain then invited 
all the maſters of veſſels to breakfaſt with him in his 
cabbin, and, upon enquiry finding we had no money 
among us, generouſly gave us three pounds twelve 
ſhillings ; and to the other maſters, many of whom 
had been priſoners ſix weeks before me, he gave 
H 2 cloathing , 
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cloathing; and to a captain bound from Bedford to 
Newfoundland with fiſhermen on board, he returned | 
his cheſt, bedding, &c c. ? 


The next day, after receiving our dollar for tra- 
velling charges, we ſet out with our guide for the 


Groine : an Hibernian fiſherman, who belonged to 


the Newfoundland veſſel, travelling better than we, q 
left us behind, the maſters, mates, and ſervants, © 
with the guide, ſtayed together. On the ſecond |? 
day we ſuffered for want of bread, as thoſe who kept 
foremoſt purchaſed all they could find in the ſeveral 
villages through which they paſſed, and ſo terrified 
the inhabitants, that when we came both doors and 
windows were ſhut againſt us, nor would they ſpeak ' 
to us. Night coming on, and we not being able to I 
reach a town, were obliged to ſtop at a little hut ſi- ® 
tuate on a common, where they ſold wine. The 
inhabitants of this hut conſiſted of an old man and 4 
woman, two hogs, and a cow, who all partook of IJ 
one common bed, made of fern. Not being able to 
get any bread, nor liquor, but a thin wine which 
the poorer ſort of people drink, we purchaſed a 
fowl, though not without ſome difficulty, this we 
perſuaded the old woman to dreſs for us. In the in- 
terim we went and lay down on our bed of fern, n 
and, being much fatigued with walking, ſlept until 
midnight, ſome with their heads on the hogs, others 

along fide the cow: when we waked, we groped 3 
about in the dark for the fire place, at laſt one of 
our company thruſt his hand into ſome warm aſhes, | 
over 
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over which he found the kettle hanging, into it he 


put his hand, and finding the water only warm, 
though we believe it had boiled, pulled out the fowl, 
feathers, guts, and all, we tore it to pieces, and diſ- 
tributing to every one a ſhare, eat it, without the 
aſſiſtance of a candle, or any other ſauce than hun- 


ger, and again went to reſt. At day-break we 


miſſed our landlord, his lady, and our guide; the 
laſt we found under a ferze buſh on the common, 
the other two, we apprehend, removed themſelves 
to a greater diſtance for ſecurity, we having paid 
over night for all we had. Being aſſembled together 
we purſued our journey, and the next day, about 
eleven o'clock, fortunately reached a town, where 
we purchaſed bread, of which we had not taſted ſince 
our firſt ſetting out from Camerania. Having pretty 


well refreſned ourſelves and our four jack aſſes, which 


we made uſe of in turns to carry us, we marched on 
for the Groine, and arrived there, much fatigued, on 
the fourth day : the conſul, on our application to 
him, allowed us ſix pence a day each, until the 
pacquet ſailed, which being ſoon after, I procured 
a paſſage to Falmouth, and from thence to London; 
where I arrived ſafe; and was ſo fortunate, through 
the intereſt of my good friend Mr. James Godwin, 
to recover my inſurance money, and get employed in 
the St. George, a frigate of about four hundred tons 
burthen, carrying twenty guns, ſix and four pounders, 


and thirty men; ſhe was a letter of mart, in her I 


made one voyage, on the ſame terms as captain Dunn, 
who had had the command of her before me, and 
: on 
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on my return home, received very honourable com- 
mendations from my owners, with my full demand. 


I had now about two hundred pounds left, after 
making remittances to my wife and family at Dover; 


me ſeventy-five guineas. On my getting them raiſed, 
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beds in the cabbin: the other I caulked, and laid up 
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could be provided for) accordingly I purchaſed four 
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with this money I purchaſed two French fiſhing 7 
boats, which had been taken before the war, and 
lay ſunk in the upper harbour of Dover; they coſt 


J was not a little pleaſed to find they were both new, . | 
and had not been long out of Bologne before they 4 | 
were taken. One of them I converted into a ſloop, 
taking up her deck and laying a new one, fitting her 
up in manner of the Folkſtone cutters, with four 


for ſale at Dover, where my wife ſtill reſided. I at- 4 
tended the ſale of liquors at the cuſtom-houſe, and 9 
carried them to London in my veſſel: in this employ, 4 
however, I continued not above three months, as 
it did not anſwer my expectations, therefore reſolved 
to try my fortune once more at Portſmouth (as it 
was totally indifferent to my family what part of the 4 
world I was in, or what buſineſs followed, ſo they 4 


dredges, with a trailing net, and every other utenſil 2 
for fiſhing ; after that I agreed with a man belong- 1 
ing to Folkſtone to go with me as an aſſiſtant, allow- I | 
ing him a proportionate ſhare for his trouble. The 3 | 
next day I was to have ſailed, but received a letter 
from my man, requeſting I would come off Folk- 4 
ſtone for him, as preſs warrants were iſſued, and his 3 
| coming 4 
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coming to Dover would be dangerous. To comply 
with his requeſt, I ſet fail, by myſelf, and arrived off 
Falmouth, when the fellow pleaded as an excule for 


not performing his contract, that he was ill, and 


could not go. Hereon I was obliged to proceed alone 


for Portſmouth, where I arrived ſafe, and procured 
me a man out of a cutter belonging to Dover, but 


the buſineſs not anſwering, I laid my veſſel up, and 


purchaſed a wherry, which we worked from Portſ- 
| mouth to Goſport, with tolerable ſucceſs for four 
months, earning upon an average, not leſs than ſe- 
ven ſhillings a day; but getting a freight of ſalt from 
I Lymington to Plymouth, I fold my wherry for the 


2 ſame money I gave for her. Having delivered my 
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cargo of ſalt at Plymouth, and not being able to get 
Za freight back, I took in ballaſt, and returned with 
¶ four paſſengers to Portſmouth ; there I met with an 
Fold acquaintance, one who knew me when I was en- 
gaged in the French trade; he aſked me if I had got 


a veſſel there; I anſwered in the affirmative, but that 
ſhe was not above thirty tons buithen ; my friend 


ſaid he could help me to a freight to carry a gentle- 
man to Guernſey, but defired to know what I would 
have; to which I replied twelve guineas if I was to 
proceed under convoy, and fourteen without; he 
agreed to give me thirteen, and I was to go to Stud- 
land Bay, and thence to Poole, where the gentleman 
Z lived: having ſome little time on my hands I em- 
1 — ag it in catching twenty buſhels of oyſters. 
3 When I came to an anchor in the bay there came a 


boat a-board to acquaint me, that a gentleman 
would 
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would be glad to ſpeak with me on ſhore : accord- 


ingly I went; when I came to him, he aſked me 
what I thought of the weather, as his friend would 
be there to night if it ſuited : I ſaid it looked fair, 


and he might come when he would. He bid me 


keep a good look out, for he would be there about 


twelve o'clock. Accordingly, at the time mentioned, 


he came by himſelf in a ſmall white boat, and haling 


my veſſel by her name, came on board, and ordered 


me to take his boat on ſhore, there to leave her. 
About two the next morning we failed, and at ten 


the next evening made Alderney, but the wind chop- 


ping from the ſouth eaſt to the ſouth weſt, and it 


blowing hard, put us under our cloſe reefed main. 


ſail, ſo that it was three days before we reached 
Guernſey. I landed my paſſenger, received my pay, 


and a letter to his friend at Poole. As ſoon as I had 
got a few bottles of brandy on board, I ſet fail for 


Portſmouth, where I arrived ſafe, and went on ſhore 
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for the purpoſe of ſending the letter to Poole, but | 
met the gentleman to whom it was directed: after 


peruſing it, he expreſſed a wiſh of going alſo, and 


ſaid he would hire me by the day, as he and his friend 


ſey, where my paſſenger met his friend, and that 


night J ſupped with them. 


There 


ſhould viſit the ſeveral iflands near: we accordingly # 
agreed at one guinea per day whilſt at ſea, and fifteen | 
ſhillings per day when in harbour. The next day | 
we ſet ſail, and the day following arrived at Guern- 
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This affair was conducted in ſo myſterious a man- 
ner, that I often found myſelf at a loſs how to pro- 
ceed ; and it was ſome time before I could account 
for the fingularity of their behaviour: while they 
remained at Guernſey they ſaw no company, and 
were remarkably attentive to the keeping themſelves 
ſecret, 


Having Raid at Guernſey but a little time, | they + 
one day told me I muſt convey them to Jerſey the 


next morning, and that I muſt get into the road that 
night, for they ſhould be on board by break of day. 
I replied that J was unacquainted with thoſe parts, 


therefore muſt have a pilot : they ſaid I muſt have 
no pilot, no any other perſon on board, and I muſt 


go out that night. I complied with their requeſt, 
and they came on board punctually to their time, 


bringing with them ſix muſkets, a quantity of pow- 


der and ball, and four hampers of proviſions. We 


ſet ſail for Jerſey, but the wind and tide being againſt 


q us, we could only reach the Kirb Rock, about two 
leagues from Jerſey, known to mariners uſing here. 
Having put them on the rock, they ordered me 
to return immediately to Guernſey, and ſtay there 
until I ſhould hear from them; charging me at the 


ſame time, that if any perſons at Guernſey ſhould 
be inquiſitive what I had done with my paſlengers, 
I was to report they had been put on board a Dutch 


ſhip bound for Holland. I accordingly returned to 
_ Guernſey, and being aſked by ſeveral what I had 
done with them, I replied as directed; to which they 


I _ anſwered 
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to Ryde, in the iſle of Wight, where ſhe went on 
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anſwered it was fortunate for them, as they durſt 
never more return to England. . 


1 wilted four days at Guernſey without hearing 
from them, but on the fifth the perſon who had firſt 


engaged me arrived in the pacquet, and informed 


me he had made obſervations on the harbour, and 
was himſelf pilot enough to conduct the veſſel to 


ä 
Jerſey. The next morning, the wind being fair, 
we ſet ſail, arrived off Saint Helher's in the after- 


noon, and went on ſhore to his lodgings, where I 
found he went by the name of Steward. After ſup- 
per he informed me I muſt go to Lymington, and 
fetch his wife over: I pointed out to him the dan- ' 
ger, it being war time, and a number of privateers | * 
out; but he was poſitive, obſerving, my veſſel was a i 
good ſailer, and to prevent her being eaſily taken, he IM ! 
would have her bottom cleaned and tallowed ; this MF ! 

b 

t 


being done we ſet fail, and arrived off Chriſtchurch, 


in Hampſhire, which was nearer to where the lady 


was than Lymington ; here I went on ſhore, ſend- 

ing my veſſel to Lymington, and having found the { 
lady, for whom I had a letter, adviſed her to proceed d 
to that place in a chaiſe, which, at her requeſt, I hired MF * 

for her. Next morning we ſet out with a young * 
child, of which ſhe had been lately brought to bed, h 
from a houſe well known in that part of the country. te 
When we came to the veſſel, ſhe directed me to ſail tl 


ſhore, and leaving the infant, returned on board. 
We then failed for Jerſey, and arrived there ſafe the 
| next 
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next day. During my abſence from Jerſey, which 


had been eight days, they had purchaſed a ſloop. of 


ſeventy tons burthen, and were fitting her out for 
Newfoundland, where they intended going in her: 
Mr. Steward had alſo purchaſed a ſnow of one hun- 
dred and ſixty tons burthen, in the name of his bro- 
ther, who lived at Poole. I was employed by him 
two months, in which time the ſloop was ready for 
ſailing, when he ſent for me and ſaid, he ſhould now 
diſcharge me, but would put on board my veſſel 
eight hogſheads of cyder for his brother, on whom 


he would give me a bill; but I was not publicly to 


mention from whom the cyder came. Accord- 
ingly the cyder was brought on board that day, 
and I received orders to fail the next morning; thoſe 
orders were however countermanded that night. The 
next day I heard on ſhore, that my firſt paſſenger's 
name was not Steward, but Milner, that he had 
been arreſted at Poole for a debt of two thouſand 
three hundred pounds, that he had broke out of pri- 
{on there, and that the ſheriff had come over in 
ſearch of, and had taken him into cuſtody. The 


day following his commitment they formed a deſign, 


as I afterwards underſtood, for him to eſcape in his 
wife's cloaths, in the night, and for that purpoſe 
hired my veſſel to lie off the harbour, under a pro- 
tence of fiſhing ; but this ſcheme was fruſtrated thro! . 


the vigilance of the goaler. The day following he 


gave me ſundry letters, and ordered me to fail for 
Poole, with this charge, not to tell any perſon of 
his friend's bein, taken into cuſtody. I accordingly. 

| 4g | ſaile ! 
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failed the next morning, and on my arrival at Poole 
delivered the cyder to one Mr. Milner, father of 
the priſoner. The collector, and ſeveral other per- 
ſons at Poole, enquired of me if 1 knew not one 
Mr. Milner, of Jerſey, and if I had not carried ſuch | 
a perſon thither: to which I replied, that I knew 
no perſon of that name, that I accidentally brought 
too at Jerſey, and the perſons who had ſent the cyder 
paying the freight of it, I aſked no queſtions. The 
brother was in London when 1 arrived at Poole, but 
an expreſs was ſent for him, and he immediately came 
down ; he gave me a bill on a perſon in London for 
the money due, which was honourably paid; he alſo 
engaged me to carry him over to his brother, at one | 
guinea a day, and by his orders I went to Studland | 
bay, where ſtaying two days, I employed myſelf in | 
getting oyſters, but he coming on board we proceeded 
on our voyage, but when about half way over, the 
wind at ſouth eaſt and fine weather, we were chaced 
by a French privateer, who finding he could not 
come up with us, purſued another veſſel, which he 
took, and we arrived ſafe at Jerſey. | 
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The day after our arrival I was ordered to take | 
poſſeſſion of the ſnow, to examine her, and get her | 
thoroughly repaired, I found the veſſel was failed, 
and the other gentleman gone in her to Newfound- 
land; but Mr, Milner ſtill lay in priſon, as they could 
not remove him Without a ſpecial order for that pur- 
poſe, which in a few days they obtained, and he was 
conveyed to England. As ſoon as the ſnow was fi- 


niſhed, 
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niſhed I received my diſcharge, with a bill on a per- 


ſon in London for what was due to me, beſides two 
guineas to carry the lady back, who I was after- 


wards informed, was not the wife, but miſtreſs of 


Mr. Milner. 


I now went to Guernſey, and took on board forty 


gallons of brandy in ſtone bottles, which I con- 


cealed under the ballaſt, conſiſting of Plymouth 
{late : 1 alſo charged the lady, my paſſenger, that in 
caſe any perſon came on board, and enquired whence 
we came, to ſay from Plymouth : we accordingly 
ſailed in company with the pacquet, and made the 
iſle of Wight, but night approaching we lay too, 
and the pacquet went on. On our arrival a number 


of men from a man of war came on board, and 


thought to have met with a prize, but telling them 
we came from Plymouth, which might be ſeen by 


our ballaſt, they left us, and we ſteered directly in for 


Portſmouth, where my partner ſoon diſpoſed of the 
brandy, he being well acquainted with the people be- 
longing to the tenders there. This having turned 
out a good voyage, we were encouraged to make ano- 
ther, but to prevent our veſſel's being known, got a 
new mainſail, our old one being tared, and proceed- 
ed. I now became acquainted with the man that 
kept the public-houſe at Hurſt Caſtle, and was by 
him employed to go to Alderney for one hundred 
tubs of brandy, at three ſhillings per tub ; he ſent 
with us a merchant who was to bring ten tubs free 
of all charge, and what quantity we brought on our 

| | account 
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account he agreed to purchaſe. The cuſtom-houſe 
veſſel was at this time repairing at Lymington, ſo 


that we got ſafe back, delivered our cargo, and failed 
for Portſmouth, where we ſold our bottles. The 
people of the cuſtom-houſe having got ſcent of us, 
and the man I had engaged chuſing to return to Folk- 


None, 1 declined going any more; therefore got a boy, 


went to Shorcham, and dredged for oyſters, with 
which I proceeded to London; but the next morn- 
ing, being off Beachy Head, a gale of wind aroſe at 
north ſo violent, that I could carry no fail but a bal- 


lanced mainſail and a foreſail cloſe reefed : the gale 


continued twenty-four hours, during which time I 
was confined to the helm, the boy being ſo ill that 
he could not ſtand on the deck : when the weather 
abated I found myſelf between Blackneſs and Bo- 


logne, and had the gale continued a little longer, 
muſt have been driven on the enemy's coaſt, but for- 
tunately it grew temperate, and the wind changed 
weſt by ſouth, ſo that the next day I got into the | 


Downs, and in two days arrived at London. The 


fatigue I went through on this occaſion the reader 
will allow to have been great, being confined five 
nights and four days to the helm, in a very hard gale 
of wind, without the leaſt aſſiſtance, and no oppor- 
| tunity of taking any reſt, On my arrival I went on 


ſhore to ſeek my 1acter, and being tired ſuffered my- 
ſelf to be overcome with fleep for near three hours, 
when returning to my veſlel, I found the boy had 
run away, taking with him my ſhoes and filver 
buckles, and I have never heard of either ſince, | 

When 
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When my oyſters were delivered, I applied to my 
friend Mr. Godwin, who adviſed me to lay up the 
boat at Dover, and come to London, which I did; 


and he applied to two of his friends, Mr. Booth and 


Mr. Ambroſe Lyon, who agreed to purchaſe a veſſel 
which had been uſed as a timber floop, for three 
hundred and eighty pounds, and I was appointed 
maſter of her ; I loaded her partly with grocery for 
Sunderland, and there with coals for Dover ; but in 
my paſſage met a gale of wind and ſprung a leak, 
ſo that ſhe was near ſinking with us at fea; we were 
obliged to keep two pumps going three days and 
nights, and with much difficulty got her to Dover, 
where ſhe ſunk after we had taken her coals out; I 
got her raiſed and caulked, and went another voyage 
to Sunderland ; on my return I procured a freight of 
prize tar for Portſmouth, and a letter of credit in 
caſe I ſhould be taken by the enemy. The ſmall 
veſſel I let to Edward Humphreys, to trade to Portſ- 
mouth, reſerving a third of the profits to myſelf. 
Having delivered the tar at Portſmouth, I procured 
a freight for Belleiſle, at fifty ſhillings per ton; after 
this I never ſaw my ſmall Dover veſſel again, nor 
Humphreys, but about fix months after I met a boy 
that went in her, who informed me ſhe was taken 
by the French and carried into Breſt. 


From Portſmouth I went to Guernſey, hearing 
veſſels were wanted there, but I arrived too late; 
however one Mr. Thomas (to whom TI had a letter) 
adviſed me to [tay the arrival of ſome Dutch ſhips, 


a Which 
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which were daily expected, when he doubted not of 
procuring me a cargo. After tarrying eight days two 
arrived, and I procured a cargo for London at one 


pound five ſhillings per ton; but juſt as I had got 


half my cargo in ſhe ſprung a leak by lying on the 
ground, but perceiving ſhe made no water when 
a float, I took in the remainder of my cargo, and 
ſailed in company with a collier carrying ten guns: 
when we came off Dover I left company, and arrived 
ſafe at the port of London in two days, where I de- 


| livered my cargo. 


Peace being now proclaimed, and the veſſel found 
unfit for the French trade, the owners (by my ad- 
vice) fold her for four hundred pounds, and pur- 
chaſed in her ſtead a New England built ſchooner for 
the ſame money. This veſſel was converted into a 
brig, and, at the requeſt of my friend Mr. Godwin, 
I reſigned the command of her in favour of captain 
Dunn, but was to go with him the firſt voyage, he 
being a ſtranger to the trade: it however pleaſed God 
to afflict me with the rheumatiſm to a violent degree, 
ſo that I had it not in my power to complete my en- 
gagement with that anne or the owners. 


My wife, at this time, lived a at Dover, and though 
I continued nine months in a helpleſs condition, un- 
able to leave my chamber, ſhe never once came near 

me, notwithſtanding ſeveral letters had been wrote, 
informing her of my ſituation. This illneſs was at- 


tended with ſuch heavy expences, that when the 
3 5 veſſel 
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veſſel intended for me was built, I was deſtitute of 


a ſhilling, but found friends who ſupplied me with 
money, for which I paid five per cent. When the 
veſſel was finiſhed Mr. Godwin agreed to purchaſe a 
ſixteenth ſhare of her for me, and advanced the 
money for that purpoſe, which in two years I repaid 
with intereſt. The firſt voyage I made in her, was 
to Rhoan, with the baggage of the duke de Niver- 
nois, and had the honour of bringing back his grace 
the late duke of Bedford. In the trade to Rhoan I 
have ever ſince continued. 2 | 


When I was thoroughly ſettled in a veſſel, my 
wife came to reſide in Globe-Vard, where we conti- 
nued twelve months, and then removed to Virginia- 
Street, the place of my preſent reſidence. About 
ſix years after my wife died, and in compliance with 
her requeſt, I buried her at Dover; ſhe left a daugh- 
ter about nineteen years of age, who expreſſing a de- 
ſire to engage in the millinery buſineſs, I conſented 


thereto, and in order to accommodate her, converted 


my fore parlour into a ſhop, purchaſed goods to the 
amount of one hundred pounds, and agreed to main- 
tain her twelve months in every article, on condition 
ſhe returned me the money I paid for the goods, on 
their being ſold ; I alſo promiſed in caſe ſhe behaved 


well, that I would never marry again: but at the 


end of ſeven months, on examining into the ſtate 

of her affairs, I found half the goods I had pur- 

chaſed wanting, and but thirty ſhillings only in caſh. 

Hereon I declared my reſolution of ſhutting up the 
| f 
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ſhop, and cancelling my agreement with her, which 

I found it neceſſary to do for my own ſafety : ſhe 

faid if I turned her out of the ſhop, ſhe would im- 
mediately quit the houſe. As ſhe appeared deter- 
mined, without offering any thing in palliation of 
her conduct, I conſented to her removal; ſhe ac- 
cordingly, on the ſucceeding night, left the houſe, 
and the next morning ſent for her things, at the 
fame time delivering up the keyeh into my poſſeſſion. 
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"From this period my life hs not been marked 
with any ſingular ſtrokes of either bad or good for- 
tune, and though arrived at an advanced age, being 
now ſeventy, am ſtill obliged to labour, which I 
perform with grateful thanks to my Maker, who 
enables me ſo to do, after having weathered ſo many 
ſtorms, tempeſts, and difficulties as are herein re- 


lated. 


Let the judicious reader take a ſurvey of my trials, 
let him take a retroſpect of life in general, and con- 
ſider how few and ſhort are the hours of joy, how 
precarious the event of all human tranſactions, the 
depravity of man's heart, and the inſtability of his The 
temper, and he will with me acknowledge, that the f 
only real and permanent bli 1 ſprings from a CONTENTED MW pay 
MIND. Fs 


. may be ſaid, that man generally, by his con- 
duct, renders himſelf miſerable; but my readers will 


ſee my misfortunes were the act of Providence, or 
f | of 
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of fickle fortune, who is ſaid to delight in the vi- 
ciſſitude of events, and in making a cruel ſport of 
the miſeries of man : I therefore bleſs the hand of 


God, that has endowed me with fortitude to bear 
my diſtreſſes, and hope to ſpend the remainder of 


my life in an humble reſignation to his will, being 


perfectly ſatisfied that my troubles were neceſſarily 
inflicted; and that | 


« WHATEVER 1S 18s RIGHT.” 
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The Author's Years, and Situation in Life, rendering him incapable of at- 
tending the Preſs, he humbly hopes the candid Reader will excuſe the 
following | | 
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